
C H A P T E R  F I F T E E N 


The Law

───── 

God is not a God of meaningless rules. Everything He gave — every command, every 
boundary, every covenant — was given with purpose. He was not trying to crush 
humanity, but to preserve what was good. 

The Ten Commandments are often misunderstood. Many people see them as a list of 
restrictions — don’t do this, don’t do that, a series of things God forbids. But that is not 
the heart of them. 

To understand the commandments, you have to go back to the beginning. 

In Genesis 1, God gave humanity dominion over the earth. He made man and woman in 
His image, placed them here as His representatives, and entrusted the earth to their 
care. That was the original design — humanity living under God’s rule and reflecting His 
order in the world. 

Then something broke. Sin entered. What had been ordered under God was disrupted, 
and the world we now live in bears the mark of that rupture. 

The commandments were given in that broken world. They were not given to weigh 
people down, but to guard what was good. They set boundaries around life, worship, 
truth, fidelity, rest, and human relationships. Each one protects something God calls 
holy. 

But here is the hard truth: knowing the law does not make you able to keep it. 

That is the tension at the heart of this chapter. The law is good. The law is right. The law 
reflects the character and order of God. But it was never meant to create the person it 
commands. It shows the standard, and in doing so, it reveals the distance between that 
standard and us. 

The gap between who God’s law calls you to be, and who you actually are. 

That gap is where grace meets you. 

And that is exactly where the Beatitudes, which I speak about in the next chapter, begin. 

The commandments divide naturally into three groups, each one protecting a different 
dimension of the Kingdom. The first three protect God’s place as the source of all 
authority. The next two protect the order through which dominion flows — in creation 
and in family. The final five protect God’s image in one another, and the relationships 
required for Kingdom life to work. 



Seen through that lens, they aren’t restrictions. They’re a covering. A structure built to 
hold something precious in place. 

I .  Y O U  S H A L L  H A V E  N O  O T H E R  G O D S  B E F O R E  M E  

Worship shapes authority in a person’s life. Whatever you bow to, you place over 
yourself. 

This is not a small thing. When we give our devotion to something other than God — 
whether money, approval, power, another person, or any false god — we are not making 
a neutral choice. We are placing ourselves under its influence. What we worship begins 
to rule us. 

Paul says it plainly: you become a servant of whatever you obey. The thing you give 
yourself to becomes the thing that masters you. 

Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of 
the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 
righteousness?  — Romans 6:16 

When Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness, he offered Him the kingdoms of the world 
— if Jesus would simply bow down. That wasn’t a casual offer. Satan understood exactly 
what he was asking for. Worship is the mechanism of authority transfer. He wasn’t just 
asking Jesus to do something wrong. He was asking Jesus to hand over dominion. 

Jesus refused. 

This first commandment is a protection of your identity and your authority as a child of 
God. Worship Him alone, and you remain aligned with the source of all true authority. 
Bow to something else, and you place yourself under another master — Worship 
anything else, and you’ve handed your keys to someone else. 

I I .  Y O U  S H A L L  N O T  M A K E  A N Y  G R A V E N  I M A G E  

God made humanity in His image. That is not a small statement. It is the foundation of 
human dignity, human worth, and human authority on earth. We are His 
representatives. We bear His likeness. 

To bow to another image is to exchange that identity. It is to replace the living God with 
something formed by human hands — and in doing so, to align yourself with whatever 
spiritual reality sits behind that image. 

Scripture speaks very plainly here: those who sacrifice to idols are not offering to 
nothing. They are offering to demons. And those who make idols become like them. 



Those who make them become like them; so do all who trust in them.  — Psalm 115:8 

This is not just about carved statues. Anything we build in God’s place — anything we 
put above Him and bow to — becomes an idol. When we aren’t putting God first, we are 
making an idol out of what we are prioritizing above God. We were made to bear one 
image. When we exchange it, we lose something essential about who we are and what 
authority we carry. 

I I I .  Y O U  S H A L L  N O T  T A K E  T H E  N A M E  O F  T H E  L O R D  Y O U R  G O D  
I N  V A I N  

The name of God is not just a label. It carries authority above every other name. 
Scripture says that at His name, every knee will bow. 

When people use that name carelessly — without weight, without reverence, without any 
sense of what they are speaking — they treat something holy as common. 

But this commandment goes deeper than careless speech. 

Some of the most serious misuses of God’s name have nothing to do with profanity. 
They happen when people use His name to lift themselves up — to gain status, appear 
righteous, or justify what they already want to do. 

History is full of painful examples of this. Terrible things have been done in God’s name, 
with His name used as the excuse. That is taking His name in vain in one of the most 
serious ways possible. 

And then there is the daily version, the one that is easy to miss: as Christians, we bear 
God’s name everywhere we go. We carry it into every conversation, every business deal, 
every relationship. When we don’t walk in integrity, we are using His name without 
honoring what it represents. That too is vanity. 

We are ambassadors. The name we carry belongs to a King. It deserves to be handled 
with that understanding. 

I V .  R E M E M B E R  T H E  S A B B A T H  D A Y ,  T O  K E E P  I T  H O L Y  

Rest is not laziness. It is an act of trust. 

When God rested on the seventh day, He was not tired. He was showing us something. 
He was showing us that work has a rhythm, that provision has a source, and that human 
beings were never meant to live as their own sustainer. 

At its root, refusing rest can become an attempt to be your own source. It says, “If I stop, 
everything falls apart.” It says, “My provision depends entirely on me.” It is the spirit of 



self-sufficiency — another form of independence from God, the very thing that has done 
so much damage from the beginning. 

But this is where wisdom matters, because the Pharisees twisted the Sabbath into 
something God never intended. They counted steps. They withheld mercy. They would 
rather protect their rules than help a person in need. They would let their neighbor’s 
animal die in a pit rather than help on the wrong day. Jesus confronted them directly, 
because they had taken a gift from God and turned it into a burden. 

The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 

That means we are meant to use wisdom, not create a new legalism. Sometimes things 
come up. Sometimes work must be done. Sometimes someone needs help, and love 
requires that you help them. The point is not rule-keeping for its own sake. The point is 
to build a rhythm of real rest into your life — body, mind, and spirit — and in doing so, 
remember that God is your source, not your own striving. 

And rest is more than a day off. Resting in God is not only a weekly practice, but a daily 
returning of the heart to Him. “Be still, and know that I am God.” 

That day of rest can do more for your mind and spirit than six days of grinding. It 
realigns you. It reminds you who you are, and who He is. Do not neglect it. REST. 

V .  H O N O R  Y O U R  F A T H E R  A N D  Y O U R  M O T H E R  

This is the first commandment with a promise attached to it: that it may go well with 
you, and that you may live long in the land. 

God does not attach a promise like that for no reason. He is showing us that something 
important is at stake. 

Parents are the first authority in a person’s life. Long before you understand the wider 
structures of authority around you, you encounter your parents. The way you learn to 
respond to that first authority shapes how you respond to others later on. 

A person who refuses to honor rightful authority over them will often struggle to live 
rightly with the authority around them. And when a generation is taught to despise the 
authority of parents — to treat it as something to throw off rather than respect — the 
result is not freedom. It is disorder. 

This does not mean parents are perfect, or that abuse should be tolerated in the name of 
honor. But it does mean the posture of the heart matters. Learning to receive 
instruction, and to show honor where honor is due, is not weakness. It is part of living 
within God’s order. 



Proverbs says that the instruction of a father and mother, when given in love and 
wisdom, is like a garland for the head and chains around the neck. In other words, it is 
not meant to weigh you down, but to beautify your life and help carry you forward. 

V I .  Y O U  S H A L L  N O T  M U R D E R  

Every human being is made in the image of God. That is the foundation of this 
commandment. 

Murder is not simply the ending of a life. It is the destruction of a bearer of God’s 
representative authority on earth. It is an attack on the image of God Himself. And it 
empowers the one who has been a murderer from the beginning. 

He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him.  — John 8:44 

But Jesus expanded this commandment beyond the physical act. He said that hatred in 
the heart is equivalent to murder. John echoes it: everyone who hates his brother is a 
murderer. 

This should be taken seriously. It is a statement about what hatred does in the spiritual 
realm. When we hold contempt for a fellow image-bearer — when we dismiss their 
worth, dehumanize them, wish for their destruction — we are aligning with the same 
spirit that drives murder. We are treating as worthless something God considers 
precious. 

This does not mean every taking of life is treated the same way in Scripture. The Bible 
makes distinctions between murder and other situations involving death — such as 
justice, war, or immediate protection from violence. The commandment is aimed at the 
unlawful taking of innocent human life, and at the heart posture that despises the image 
of God in another person.  

V I I .  Y O U  S H A L L  N O T  C O M M I T  A D U L T E R Y  

Marriage is not just a social arrangement. It is a covenant. And Scripture shows that it is 
also a picture — a living picture of Christ and His church. 

God takes covenants seriously because they hold relationships together. They create a 
place for trust, faithfulness, provision, and stability. When a covenant is broken, it 
doesn’t just damage two people. It destabilizes everything built on top of it. 

Adultery transfers covenant loyalty to someone outside God’s design. It fractures the 
covering over a family. It hands the enemy a door. 

This commandment protects the covenant structure that God designed for families, for 
generations, and for the health of the spiritual covering over both. 



V I I I .  Y O U  S H A L L  N O T  S T E A L  

Everything a person has been given is part of their dominion mandate. God distributes 
resources with purpose. What He entrusts to one person, He entrusts to them for a 
reason. 

To take what God entrusted to another is not just a property crime. It is a rejection of 
God’s distribution. It is saying, in effect: I don’t trust that what God gave me is enough. 
I’ll take what He gave someone else. 

And God gives people the power to get wealth. It isn’t all skill, all hustle, all cleverness. 
There is a divine dimension to provision, and it flows through alignment with God’s 
order. Theft breaks that alignment for everyone involved — the one who takes, and the 
one from whom it is taken. 

Paul’s instruction to the thief is not just to stop stealing — it is to labor, to do honest 
work with their own hands, so that they may have something to share. The opposite of 
theft is not just restraint. It is generosity. And generosity is only possible when you trust 
that God’s provision is real. 

I X .  Y O U  S H A L L  N O T  B E A R  F A L S E  W I T N E S S  

Words carry authority. From the very beginning, God spoke and things came into 
existence. Proverbs says death and life are in the power of the tongue. This is not a 
metaphor. Words can wound, and words can heal. They can build up, and they can tear 
down. Words create. Words destroy. 

False witness corrupts justice. It destroys reputations. It damages the trust that people 
and communities need in order to live rightly together. And it aligns the one who speaks 
it with the father of lies — the one for whom deception is not just a tool, but a nature. 

There is a reason lying is consistently listed among the things God hates. It is not just a 
violation of social trust. It is an alignment with the spirit of deception itself — the same 
one that used a false word to fracture everything in the garden. 

Speaking truth to one another is not just a social courtesy. Paul says we do it because we 
are members of one another. We are connected. When you lie to your brother, you harm 
the body. When you speak truth, you strengthen it. 

X .  Y O U  S H A L L  N O T  C O V E T  

Coveting is where many outward sins begin. It is an inward problem that, if left 
unchecked, can lead to many of the other sins on this list. 



At its core, coveting says this: God has not given me enough. What He gave to someone 
else should have been mine. It directly challenges God’s wisdom in what He gives, where 
He places us, and how He provides. It is discontent reaching beyond gratitude. 

And discontent does not stay still. It grows into envy. Envy leads to division. And 
division gives rise to all kinds of harm that tear apart families, communities, and even 
nations. 

In Luke, Jesus warned plainly: be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life 
does not consist in the abundance of possessions. Paul says he learned to be content in 
all things. Not by pretending circumstances did not matter, but by learning to rest in 
God whether in plenty or in want. He could face both with steadiness because his 
security was not in what he had, but in the One who provided it. 

Contentment is not weakness. It is strength. It is the freedom that comes from trusting 
that God is wise in what He gives, faithful in how He provides, and good in what He 
purposes for your life. 

✦ ✦ ✦

W H A T  T H E  L A W  W A S  A L W A Y S  S A Y I N G  

We have walked through all ten commandments. Each one protecting something sacred. 
Each one setting a boundary around life, worship, truth, fidelity, rest, and human 
dignity. But there is something underneath all of them that we have not yet said out 
loud. 

They all come back to one word. 

Love. 

Jesus was asked directly: which is the greatest commandment in the Law? His answer 
was immediate. 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.  — 
Matthew 22:37–40 ESV 

All of it. Every commandment, every statute, every word God ever gave — it all hangs on 
love. Paul says the same thing in Romans: 

The one who loves another has fulfilled the law. For the commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love 
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.  — Romans 13:8–10 ESV 

Think about what that means for every commandment we just walked through. You 
don’t steal from someone you love. You don’t murder someone you love. You don’t 



commit adultery against someone you love. You don’t bear false witness against 
someone you love. You don’t covet what belongs to someone you love. Love, lived fully, 
naturally keeps every one of them. 

The commandments were never a cold legal system. They were never meaningless 
restrictions. They were a description of what love looks like in practice — what it looks 
like when you actually care about God and the people He made. The law was always 
pointing at love. It just could not produce it. 

And that is the thing. God is not just loving — God is Love. First John says it plainly: 
God is Love. Not that just that He has love, or that He shows love, but that HE IS the 
very thing the law was always requiring. The commandments were always a picture of 
who He is. 

Which means when we could not keep the law, we were not just falling short of a 
standard. We were falling short of Him. 

And when Jesus came and fulfilled the law perfectly — He was not just checking boxes. 
He was being Himself. Love incarnate, walking among us, living out every 
commandment from the inside out because that is who He is. 

For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
… So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  — Galatians 5:14, 
16 NIV 

This is what the law was always pointing toward. Not a work-based system. Not a list of 
rules to survive by. Not legalism dressed in religious clothing. It was always love. And 
when we walk in the Spirit — when we walk with God, connected to the source of Love 
Himself — the law is not thrown out. It is completed. Fulfilled from the inside out, the 
way it was always meant to be.


✦ ✦ ✦

T H E  T U R N  

Here is what the law did, and what it could not do. 

It revealed the standard. Perfectly. Every commandment pointed at something real — 
something God designed, something worth protecting, something that, when violated, 
causes actual damage in the spiritual world and the natural one. 

But the law could not produce the person it described. 

Paul says this plainly in Romans 7. The law is holy, righteous, and good. But in him — in 
his flesh — it did not produce obedience. He knew what was right, but he could not carry 
it out. The law showed him the gap between what God required and what he was able to 
produce on his own. 



That is exactly what the law was meant to do. 

It was a mirror, not a cure. It was meant to show you the gap, not close it. 

The gap between the standard of the law and the condition of the human heart — that 
gap is where Jesus stepped in. 

Not to abolish the law. He said so Himself. Not one letter, not one stroke, would pass 
away. He came to fulfill it. To be everything the law required and humanity could not 
produce. And then to offer that righteousness to those who would receive it. 

And this is where the Beatitudes enter. 

If the commandments describe the standard, the Beatitudes describe the person grace 
begins to form. Not the person trying to keep the law in their own strength. Not the 
person merely trying to obey a list of rules. But the person who has been broken, rebuilt, 
and is now being transformed from the inside out. 

The commandments speak in terms of duty. The Beatitudes speak in terms of character. 
The commandments tell you what must not be done. The Beatitudes show you what 
kind of person God is forming. The commandments show what God requires. The 
Beatitudes show the kind of heart His Grace produces. 

One is a mirror. The other is a portrait. 

And the journey from one to the other is the most important journey a human being will 
ever take.


